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Big single deckers figures stable; big changes elsewhere

· Strong trend for big buses holds, due to resilient revival in double deckers.
· Big fall for big coaches in key September month as strong growth trend ends.
· Growth of 3.5 to 5 tonne buses deepens the structural shift in the sector.
“September’s results were a mixed bag,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Double deck bus registration growth continued, coach growth stopped and medium mini-buses overtook light models.  Coach registrations slowed since June and were well down this September, reflecting the effects of the credit crunch.  Bus registrations could be in for a rough ride too, despite increasing bus use offering more stable demand in the medium to long term”.

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to September 2008
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce it than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications. The ninth annual report will be published on Wednesday 8 October 2008. 
 

September 2008 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	Sept
	% change*
	 YTD 2008
	% change*
	RYT 2008
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	1,326
	- 15.0%
	8,384
	- 11.4%
	11,166
	- 4.8%

	Buses above 8.5t
	359
	57.5%
	2,385
	31.9%
	2,974
	24.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	163
	- 67.6%
	1,356
	- 56.0%
	2,247
	- 44.2%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	717
	12.6%
	3,754
	4.9%
	4,901
	15.8%

	8.5 – 16t
	123
	0.0%
	790
	- 7.9%
	1,032
	- 9.4%

	16t +
	88
	54.4%
	599
	4.2%
	724
	- 1.0%

	Single-deck buses total
	1,091
	- 17.3%
	6,499
	- 20.2%
	8,904
	- 12.1%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	148
	208.3%
	996
	165.6%
	1,756
	132.4%

	All buses
	1,239
	- 9.4%
	7,495
	- 11.5%
	10,122
	- 5.0%

	All coaches
	87
	- 54.7%
	869
	- 10.2%
	1,044
	-3.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	30
	25.0%
	83
	- 7.8%
	95
	- 8.7%

	Coaches 16t+
	57
	- 66.1%
	786
	- 10.5%
	949
	-3.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2003 to 2008
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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